











Photos unless otherwise marked are by by Terrilyn Kunopaski. In this
In the traces on the march. Photo by Sgt Hanson photo are senior students from local journalism programs: Natasha
and Terrilyn from Ryerson, Brooke from Centennial at UofT.
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FROM THE 43TH AR(HIVES EVENTS IN SPRINGTIM[S PAST ...cotinued from page

impressive series of battles in the Italian
theatre. The springtime offensive of the Liri
Valley and Hitler line was followed by an

equally challenging autumn of The Gothic '

Line, Rimini Line and the Lamone River
Crossing. Each time the 48th achieved major
gains against a well entrenched enemy, usually
accomplishing objectives that had thwarted
the efforts of other battalions and brigades.
The Liri Valley was the first springtime
offensive against the German defences
guarding the advance to Rome. Towering
over the valley to the northwest lay Monte
Cassino giving German artillery spotters
an unobstructed view of the entire Liri

Valley. Efforts to take Cassino directly had © G

been repulsed brutally as the allied forces
continued to throw themselves against the
heights. On May 17 the 48th moved forward
against the Panzers and artillery. Their goal

was the Forme d’Aquino a combined infantry- |

artillery defence work overlooking the road to
Pontecorvo and the strongest outlying point
of the Hitler line. The lead platoons of Dog

Company, under Lieutenants Norm Ballard | 3

and Doug Snively, ranging ahead were startled

tofind themselves facing the strong pointalone.

With their 38 sets out and no way to involve
their company commander or the battalion

they held a quick O-group and set their plan. It
was the ultimate in simplicity, attack the highest

point, straight ahead and
quickly. They charged, p
with the Lieutenants
leading from the front.
So unexpected was
their attack that the
first enemy weapon that
fired was a 75-mm gun.
Sending one section to
take the gun from the
right, Lt Ballard rushed
position after position
with the balance of his
platoon. Hand to hand
combat and borrowed
weapons  when his
own  were  empty
marked the intensity
of his attack. With Lt.
Snively handling his
platoon with similar
determination  and
bravery the combination
took the position.
Germans fled down the

RIGHT: Clearing an SP gun
knocked out on the advance
to Pontecorvo, 18 May 1944.
Photos on this page from
the National Archives of
Canada.

[%

ABOVE: With his PIAT (Projectile Infantry Anti-Tank)
slung, Private Stanley Rodgers of anti-tank platoon takes
a break.

road. They left behind 16 dead, 31 captured,
4 SPs, a half track and embedded MGs.
Ballard was awarded the DSO, and Snively
was Mentioned in Dispatches. Lt. Snively
had been recommended for a medal but was
killed the following week (most medals are not
awarded posthumously). Lt. Ballard had been
recommended for the Victoria Cross. Today in
the Regimental Museum the recommendation,
signed by Lt. Col. Ian Johnston a commanding
officer noted for his belief that medals should
seldom be awarded (“Everyone deserves one”
he believed), details the breathtaking personal
leadership and actions of Ballard. The reasons
for downgrading the VC to a DSO are not
given. Some have said that Ballard found out
about it and asked for it to be changed. Others
recall it becoming a topic of broad discussion,
something senior commanders disliked.
Regardless, a DSO is usually restricted to
Majors and above with the MC for more junior
officers. So the gallantry of Lt. Ballard was
never in doubt.

The Hitler Line now faced the Brigade. The
defences facing them were the most formidable

. since the fixed defences of the First War:

concrete fixed fortifications, mortars, anti-

¢ tank guns, three-metre swaths of wire, mines

and manned by 8300 troops all prepared over

many months and believed by Hitler to guarantee
the defence of Rome. Despite a two-brigade plan
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that had been rejected just days before as too
narrow a front, the 48th were ordered to attack it
alone, on a two company front. They were given
less than 4 hours to prepare — no recce, limited
o-groups, no FOOs. When all other Brigade officers
had left, Colonel Johnston protested for the lives
of his men. He asked to be relieved of command.
It was rejected but a four hour delay was agreed.
Back with the battalion, Johnston’s plan was a two-
company attack to breach the main fortifications
then to swing right once inside the line to drive
up a slope and create a bridgehead. He elected for
surprise, ordering no pre-attack barrage. At 1030
hours they advanced silently through a swale.
Miraculously one piece of good fortune arose. The
spring farm crops were high and the Germans
had sighted their weapons in the dead of winter,
obscuring the Canadian advance until they were
moving through the wire. Lead platoons, then
companies penetrated, taking on strong points as
they found them. As they swung right, the German
mortars hammered them to the ground. Back at the
start point, the DCO Major Don Mackenzie, proved
his skill by taking on the job as FOO. One by one he
directed fire to silence the mortars as the meter by
metre slog continued until darkness. The next day,
this time supported by a squadron of Churchills
from the Suffolks, they fought forward from 0600
to 1730, leaping from hastily scraped slits to win the
ground one piece at a time until they dug in on their
agreed objectives. Dileas, our regimental history,
says: “They were the first Canadian battalion to
break the German’s strongest position existing in
Italy. Unassisted and alone, except for tanks on
the second day, they had then fought behind the
fortifications of the Hitler Line for a long, long, 24
hours.”

50 YEARS AGO - On Wednesday July 1, 1959
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II presented new
Colours to Her Regiment, the 48th Highlanders of
Canada, on the lawn of Parliament Hill in Ottawa.
Twenty one battle honours were emblazoned on
the Regimental Colour of this, the third Stand of
colours carried by the Regiment since the first
Stand presented in 1892. For the first time 10 of
the 27 battle honours awarded for the Second
World War flew proudly beside the 10 of the 21 of
the First World War. Also on the Colour for the
first time was South Africa 1899-1900, awarded
in 1933 recognizing those from the 48th who had
volunteered for the Royal Canadian Regiment of
Canada. Lt. ]J. A Brown received the new Queen’s
Colour, assisted by Major D. C. Haldenby and
Lt. K. G. McVittie received the Regimental Colour
assisted by Major P.A.G. Cameron. (see photo)

40 YEARS AGO - On March 28, 1969 the
48th Highlanders staged a Tattoo in Maple
Leaf Gardens to a packed house of over sixteen
thousand. So strong had been the demand for
tickets that over twenty four thousand orders had
been received. The Tattoo had been designed,
written and choreographed in totality by members
of the regiment. In the Gardens, officers and NCOs
assumed all the directing tasks for audio, lighting

ABOVE: Lt. J. A Brown received the new Queen’s Colour, assisted by Major D. C. Haldenby and
Lt. K. G. McVittie received the Regimental Colour assisted by Major P.A.G. Cameron.

and the behind the scenes coordination. Following
the entrance of Ontario Lieutenant Governor Ross
MacDonald the Tattoo began. Featured of course
was the music of both the Pipes and Drums and
the Military Band, separately, in mass and with
solo performances. In between each performance
by a band were an amazing variety of events. The
regiment conducted a Changing of the Guard and
a ceremony of Remembrance. For a spectacular
Trooping of the Colour the Old Comrades joined
with the regiment by providing one of the Guards.
Cadets of Royal Military College thrilled the
audience with a precision vaulting performance
and the St. Andrew’s College Pipe Band provided
music for a calisthenics display. Soldiers dropped
from the rafters on ropes and skits drew
laughter. There was even an advance to combat
demonstration with troops entering the arena
mounted in APCs before dismounting and clearing
an “enemy” force. With the ice surface covered with
plywood sheets the skills of drivers were tested to
the maximum. A practice run had shown that the
plywood sheets could be launched into and over
the boards by a sharp turn or quick acceleration.

During the performance not a board lifted. Funds
from the Tattoo were directed to the Canadian
Cancer Society. The success of the Tattoo was not
a substitute for training or accomplishments. That
year the Regiment won, amongst other awards,
one of three consecutive Gzowski Trophies for best
reserve unit.

X
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LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP

by Brigadier General Greg Young

'DITOR’S NOTE: On April 23 this year, at the

St Andrew’s College’s annual “Wellington
Dinner;” which was held at the Royal
Canadian Military Institute, one of our former
Commanding Officers, Brigadier General Greg
Young, addressed the senior cadets of the
College Corps on the subject of leadership. His
speech was very well received by all of those
present. Below is the text from his speech:

It is a great pleasure to have been invited
to join you tonight for your annual Corps Mess
Dinner. I have no direct connection to SAC or its
Cadet Corps but of course throughout my time
with the 48th Highlanders I was well aware of the
long standing affiliation between The Regiment
and SAC - reflected by the presence here tonight
of HonCol Beal, HonLCol Newman and the
current Commanding Officer LCol McEwen. I
can recall that as a young Sgt on a number of
occasions we travelled to SAC and made use
of the grounds out back of the then football
tield to train new recruits in basic field craft.
As Commanding Officer during The Regiment’s
centennial celebrations in 1991 SAC had cadets
on parade for the Trooping of the Colours. SAC

has also been a source of some Officers for the
48th over those years, Majors John Stewart and
Allan Best to mention but two. Two soldiers that I
had the good fortune to serve with since the very
day I joined in the Army in 1964 are now retired
from Active service and serving as CIL officers
for your Corps. My former RSM Captain Vic
Goldman and my former Adjutant Captain Steve
Gilbert. But as a General Officer I am also aware
of SAC contributions beyond The Regiment to the
broader Canadian Forces especially during the
two World Wars.

Ninety Four years ago this very night, in an
area known as The Ypres Salient in Belgium,
the Ist Division of the CEF including the 15th
Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada) was
engaged in desperate fighting to stop a German
offensive that had broken through French lines
chiefly as a result of their use of poison chlorine
gas — a first in modern warfare. On the morning
of the 24th the Canadian positions themselves
were hit by a second lethal gas attack and by
the end of the battle on the 26th the Canadians
suffered over 6000 casualties. The 15th Battalion
was almost destroyed suffering 675 casualties.
Three former members of SAC were among those

who gave their lives at Ypres; Lt Andrew Leslie
Ball 10th Bn) on the 22nd; Pte Ralph Ewart
Herald (4th Bn) and Captain John Donald Glover
(16th Bn and a Master from 1908-1911) tonight
on the 23rd.

Now having said all that, when I was asked
by Major McCue to make a small address at this
Mess dinner, I asked him for some background
information on the dinner and its purpose in
order to help me get a sense of my role here
tonight. As to its purpose, the dinner is not a
stand alone event as it is the first in a sequence
of annual culminating ceremonial events for the
Corps that will be soon followed by your annual
Church Parade; Headmaster’s Parade; and Cadet
Inspection. On one hand the dinner is itself a
training event as cadets learn about the customs
and protocols associated with the time honoured
tradition of a military Mess dinner as well as
those associated with your own particular Corps
and College. Every Mess dinner has a guest
speaker and so part of my role her tonight is
as a training aid for you. But tonight’s dinner
is more than a training event. It also provides
an opportunity for senior cadets who will soon
graduate from SAC and their Corps, to reflect
on their experiences in the Corps and share in
the comraderie of each other’s company within
the traditional Mess atmosphere of the RCMI. It
is also a time to leave the pressures associated
with leadership at the Mess door, relax and enjoy
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yourselves before you put your
uniforms and game faces on for
the final series of ceremonial
events in your careers as SAC
cadets.

When I inquired about
the history of the dinner, I
learned that it began 12 years
ago and that it takes it’s name
from Field Marshal Arthur
Wellesley, the 1st Duke of
Wellington, sometimes less
formerly known as the Iron
Duke to his opponents and
Old Hooky to his soldiers.
Hero of the Napoleonic Wars,
Commander in Chief of the
British Army, member of both
the House of Commons and
Lords, twice Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom, holder
of more military, political and
honourary positions and titles
than there are people in this room and a man whose
name has been used to name everything from
monuments, cities, warships and bombers to say
nothing boots and beef dinners. Without any direct
connection to Wellington, why, I asked, did you
select him? The answer was that, as the dinner was
for the Corps’ senior cadet leaders, it seemed fitting
to name the event after an individual who exhibited
many of the best qualities of leadership in both his
civilian and military careers. Wellington has been
the source of many notable quotations, so maybe
he can lead us into the final aspect of tonight’s
dinner as explained to me by your Commanding
Officer, Maj McCue - that being the dinner’s theme
of leadership. The following quotation is not one
of the more blunt ones that Wellington was fond
of, but, considering the four years you have spent
as students and cadets, it may =
be quite relevant: “Wise people
learn when they can. Fools
learn when they must.”

Good organizations should
wherever possible prepare
everyone to lead, even those not
occupying formal leadership
positions.  Good leaders
should prepare their potential
replacements to lead. The
reasons should be obvious: the
patrol commander may become
a casualty; the team captain
maybe out of the game with
an injury; the Headmaster may
be called away to other duties;
the Head of History may decide
to teach at another school; the
Commanding Officer may be
taken ill. (Afghan ambush

story)

Throughout your time in the Corps, but most
especially during this your senior year, you have all
spent significant amounts of time focused on the
development of leadership skills. Notwithstanding
all the lectures and formal leadership training, the
best way to learn how to be a leader is to actually
lead. Your participation in this year’s Leadership
Project in which you have been required to function
as training staff for junior cadets has most certainly
provided you with invaluable, first hand leadership
experience. In addition, you have all functioned
in NCO and Officer command roles which has
provided you with an opportunity to observe and
lead others in the accomplishment of common
tasks as part of an organization. And like leaders
at all levels, hopefully you have also gained some

valuable insight into the responsibility that goes
with being a leader - the most demanding of which
isbeing entrusted with the care of the organization’s
most valuable resource - its people. In this
regard, every senior cadet here tonight has been
promoted and appointed to their various ranks and
responsibilities within the Corps by virtue of their
assessed and demonstrated leadership abilities. Be
proud of that accomplishment and be confident in
the leadership skills you have learned and practiced
here at SAC in the Corps as well as in the other
extracurricular and curricular activities you have
participated in over the past four years. Many of
you may never follow a military career; these next
few weeks may be your last in a uniform but your
exposure to leadership within the military like
environment of the Corps has provided you with
skills and early experience that have the potential
to serve you well in whatever you do in the future.
People will follow someone if they have confidence
in his ability and his knowledge of his job. Like all
the basic principles of leadership that you have been
taught, this applies both inside and outside the
military. How you apply what you have learned is
in your hands but the learning process never stops
and remember Old Hooky’s words -- “learn when
you can.”

Gentlemen I thank you for your attention. You
have all passed the part of the training mess dinner
test that requires you to listen to the guest speaker.
Best of luck over the next few weeks and beyond.

X
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HIGHLANDERS CONFINED TO BARRACKS
SUNNYBRODK HOSPITAL - VETERANS WING

BURDA, Valentine K1 Centre 14
WATERSON, Bill K1 West 21
McKENNA, Jack K2 East 02
McMAHON, Jim LG East 23
GRAHAM, Jack LG East 36
LEONARD, Stanley LG East 41
JACOBS, Don L1 East 162
COOPER, Vic (Cyril) L3 East 322
FOLLETT, Jack L2 East 241

BILLINGS, Henry David 905-646-5665
GREEN, Stuart Not Listed
McCRON, Don 905-475-2629
WALKER, George Not Listed
CARTER, Clifford

McCRON, Don

WALKER, George

COLTON, G.E. . . .. . o N R B R . 819-683-2323
FOREST, Ed Not Listed
SOPER, Kenneth 416-757-5497

These Highlanders will be pleased to hear from you.
Give them a call or better still, pay them a visit.
Don’t forget, they are Dileas, as are we.

LAST POST

GEORGE, William W.. . . . ... ... ... ... .... August 8, 2008

DOYLE, T.H.. . ... s, September 10, 2008

BLAYLOCK, Morgan October 2008

FISHER, ArthurL. . .. ....... ... ... . ....... November 16, 2008 Forest
STONE, Harry February 5, 2009 Scarborough
FORREST, James Ernest February 16, 2009 Markham
SURGENOR, James March 3, 2009 Newmarket
BOUTILIER, Gordon Walker March 4, 2009 Toronto
WALKER, Bruce Mansfield March 19, 2009 Peterborough
DOEG, John Hope April 16, 2009 Windsor
SMALE, Jack “Rusty” April 22, 2009

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them. &

DiLeas Gu Brat




