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CELEBRATES 100 YEARS OF SERVICE

Clockwise from top left: 1- Linda Laing and
Chris Bateman. 2- Mary Kay Anderson. 3 - Ann
Mason. 4- RSM Dave Crook and his daughter Sue
Sotnick, LCol Beal. 5- Karen Barker and Chris
Bateman. 6 - Bessy Carter, Gene Gordon and her
sister in law. 7 - Gerry Turner. 8 - Col Patterson,
Tom Ellard and Geordie Elms. 9 - Doug and
Stella Chappell, Carolyn Kostar, Col Darling and
Geordie Elm. Photos by Marjorie Harding A
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An Audience with our Colonel-in-Chief

by R G Darling, CD, LCal (ret'd), Honourary Colonel

n July 18, 2007 Her Majesty Queen

Elizabeth II honoured Pipe Major
Sandy Dewar for his 48 years of service to
the Regimentatan Audience in Buckingham
Palace. This well-deserved honour was
announced during the February 9th
Change of Pipe Majors Parade and the
July date was chosen by Her Majesty. One
of the retirement gifts from the Regiment
for Sandy and his wife Carolynne was the
trip and the Audience related expenses in
London.

Accompanying the Dewars on this
unique trip were LCol Paterson, our
Commanding Officer, HLCol Beal and his
wife Nancy as well as
my wife Alison and
myself. What a fabulous
experience! Let me
relate the happenings
in detail.

We all arrived in
London just before the
big day. The Dewars,
the CO and the Darlings

and Guards Club - a
short walk from the
Palace across Green
Park. The Beals stayed close by. We met at
the Club on the morning to plan for the
Audience. It was scheduled for 1240 hours
and we were asked to present ourselves at
the gates to the Palace at 1230. Assuming
that there would be time required to be
processed and reach the Audience room,
we felt that the timings were a bit tight so
we determined to go earlier to make sure
we were on time.

We also knew that the Changing of the
Guard Ceremony would make getting to
and through the gates a bit tougher so we
decided to witness the Ceremony before we
went into the Palace so off we headed in
plenty of time to see the whole Ceremony.
When we arrived the Old Guard was already
formed up but the New Guard hadn’tarrived.
I went to check with the Police at the north
gate to see which gate we should report at
and when I had finished my business with
them I turned around to find my cohorts
surrounded by camera toting hordes intent
on having their photos taken with “the
soldiers” - they didn’'t care who we were or
where we were from — we were just men in

At the gates of Buckhingham Palace before
stayed at the Cavalry . sydience. L to R - HLCol G.W. Beal,
Mrs. Carolynne Dewar, PM (WOI) A.
Dewar, HCol R.G. Darling, LCol A. Paterson”

uniform so snap a pic!! It was quite a mob
scene and was all we could do to keep the
CO from strengthening the Regimental
coffers by charging an exorbitant rate for
each picture taken!

Suddenly there appeared a gentleman
in mufti who suggested to me that if we
moved to the south gate the police would
admit us and we could watch the ceremony
from inside the fence. It turned out that this
man is the head of security for the Palace,
fully aware of our presence and knew that
the next hour or so would be hell for us if
we didn’t get away from the camera toting
horde. So to the gate we went and through
we were escorted, across
the parade square to
witness the Ceremony
with our backs to the
Palace - quite a relief!

As the Ceremony
was ending our
Security friend showed
up again and said that
it was time that we
progressed through the
tunnel that goes to the
inner courtyard, across
that courtyard and in
through the main entrance to the Palace.
Our exit from the tunnel was delayed
because there was a horse- drawn carriage
at the front entrance waiting for the new
Ambassador from Tunisia who was in the
Palace presenting his credentials to Her
Majesty. So wait we did for some time.
Apparently they take these folks to and
from their Embassies by carriage and,
if they wish, the top can be down. Well,
apparently this gentleman decided he
wanted to return with the top down and
they were having a merry old time getting
it down! So we waited until one of Her
Majesty’s Equerries got concerned that we
would be late and came out and waved us
across the courtyard and into the Palace.
So off we went through the carriage mess
and in through the entrance. “Headdresses
on the table please and up we go to the
Anteroom where you will be briefed”
was the word from the Equerry and up a
magnificent very wide stairway we went,
through several large reception rooms and
into the Anteroom.

At this point it became apparent that

we were well within the time expected
and would have to wait until two generals
had been granted Audiences before it was
our turn. Commander (N) Ackland, the
Equerry who led us through was very
gracious and explained that we would line
up outside the door to the Audience Room
and proceed in after a doorbell rang and the
door was opened. We were in two lines with
the Equerry, Sandy and Carolynne in front
and the CO, Geordie and myself in the rear.
The door opened and we advanced until we
reached the rug at which point we stopped.
Dressed simply but elegantly and wearing
our Regimental badge presented to her on
her visit in October 1951 (encrusted with
rubies and diamonds), she was impressive
to behold.

The Equerry introduced each starting
with Sandy and we advanced to Her
Majesty who was standing some 20 feet
ahead waiting to greet each of us in turn.

Halt in front, bow from the neck or
curtsey (I did the former) and shake hands
- no gloves, no purse (I knew someone
would ask). Stand aside until all five of us
are introduced and greeted.

She then proceeded to talk with each
starting, again, with Sandy. Very friendly
and informal - she was taking great care
to be sure we were relaxed. After that she
initiated several general discussions of
matters in which she thought we might have
interest. We had the opportunity to thank
her for her support over all the years and
to point out that December 1st will mark
the 60th anniversary of her appointment
as our Colonel-in-Chief. When she felt
the Audience was over she thanked us for
coming so far, wished us and her Regiment
well then turned and pressed the button
that rang the bell and the door opened.
Move to the door (one doesn’t back out any
more), turn to her and bow or curtsy and
then out the door. We had a full ten minutes
with her. It was an incredible experience.
She could not have been more courteous
and warm.

Down to the entrance reception area
and a pleasant interlude of conversation
with Commander Ackland (outbound
Equerry), Squadron Leader Calume
(inbound Equerry), The Lady Elton (Lady-
in-waiting) and Pipe Major Cuthbertson
(the Queen’s Piper) and off we went back
to the Cavalry and Guards Club to prepare
for the small reception we had for those
48th that we could find who could make it
including Maj Harry Faulkner-Brown, MC
and Douglas and Diane Ross plus others
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suggested by the Gordons or representing
the Government.

As we left the Palace Pipe Major Dewar
was presented with a letter from Her
Majesty which read as follows:

What a marvelous way to cap off a great
career. Well done Sandy. You have served
well and faithfully. I appreciated being able
to be a part of this historic Regimental
event.

R G DARLING, CD, LCoL (RETD)
HoNoURARY COLONEL
48TH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

Buckingham Palace

As your Colonel-in-Chief I wish to acknowledge your devoted service to
the 48th Highlanders of Canada over the past 48 years.

I note your admirable accomplishments and efforts as Pipe Major,
starting with your appointments as acting Pipe Major in August 1985
and as Pipe Major in January 1986. I understand that under your
leadership the band has continued to flourish and is widely recognised
as one of the premier Bands in Canada.

At the completion of your 48 years of service, I thank you for your loyalty

to the Canadian Forces and the 48th Highlanders of Canada.

SIGNED EL1ZABETH R

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER A. L. DEwWAR, MMM, CD.

17th July, 2007

Please note this correction regarding the last issue:

Dear editor,

In reading Issue 11 of the on line Falcon spring
newsletter T noted in your article re MEDALS OF THE
15TH HIGHLANDER KILLED AT VIMY DONATED TO
MUSEUM that William Clarke was present at the 48th
Highlanders Museum to donate C.A. Jensen’s medals
on behalf of the London Numismatic Society and was
interviewed by CBC re C.A. Jensen’s medals. A correction
is needed in reference to this information.

Bill Clarke was not present at the museum to donate
the medals and be interviewed by CBC. David Smith, on
behalf of Bill Clark and the London Numismatic Society
donated the medals to the museum and was interviewed
by Ron Charles of CBC News and it was David Smith who
displayed the three medals holding them up to the name

of Private Jensen painted on the cross.

Further about a month later Graham Esler a member
of the LNS donated the Death Plaque of C.A. Jensen to the
museum on behalf of the LNS.

Also on this second visit in May David Smith donated
the medals of Wilfred Neely who died at the Battle of
Vimy Ridge to the museum.

I greatly appreciated receiving a thank you letter from
Lieutenant Colonel Beal dated May 29th, 2007 for my
involvement in the donation of the medals of C.A. Jensen
and Wilfred Neely to the 48th Highlanders Museum.

Regards,

David Smith

Bill Clarke London Numismatic Society
Graham Esler London Numismatic Society

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
ood Morning Sir - in tidying up my files
this morning I came across your December

Newsletter 2003 and read again with renewed

interest the story of Jimmy Raffan and his being

posted to “D” Coy’s #16 Platoon, under the
command of Dawson Corbett. This is exactly
what happened to me when I was posted to

“D” Coy under the command of Ian Johnston

on 6 June, 1941 and to #16 Platoon under the

command of Dawson Corbett when the regiment
was stationed in Kingswood, Surrey. How lucky
can you be? And I served with the regiment
until 9 February 1944 when I was attached to

Bde HQ as Liaison officer. Both Ian and Dawson

remained very close friends right up to the time

of their deaths.

And at the same time, this photo surfaced
showing my meeting the Queen in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, in 1989. T was living in Kuala
Lumpur from 1983 to 1996, there as Director of a
new Pre-University Program at Taylor’s College.
The Queen was there to officiate at the opening
of the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM). And I was invited to
attend a ceremony that was taking place at the
Commonwealth Cemetery. Security was very
tight - no cameras, no uninvited guests, etc. This
photo thanks to the official photographer. There
were very few invitations issued and most of the
some 25-30 who were there were members of
the diplomatic corps, High Commissioners, etc.
And anyone from the Services as sporting his/
her decorations. Mine were all in Toronto! The
only decoration I had was a tiny Canadian pin
fasted to the breast pocket of my white shirt and
this is what immediately caught the sharp eye of
the Queen. “What are you doing here?” she asked
me. And I replied that I was here because of my
WW?2 experience with the 48th Highlanders of
Canada. That was all HM needed. Her face lit
up, beaming with surprise and delight at this
mention of Her own regiment ! And I went on
to add “ I believe that Your Majesty will be in
Toronto next year to celebrate The Trooping of
the Colors of the Regiment. And she moved on
to let Prince Philip take her place and I repeated
what I had said to the Queen re the Toronto visit.
And he looked at me in surprise saying, “Good
God, let’s get one year over at a time!”

J. STAN MACFARLANE

THE FALCON, FALL 2007



farning a Victoria Cross

in Afghanistan

Associated Press in Wellington Tuesday July 3, 2007
The Guardian submitted by Douglass Chappell

35-year-old corporalwho

carried a badly wounded
colleague to safety across a
battlefield in Afghanistan
has been awarded the
Victoria Cross. Corporal
William Apiata became
the first New Zealander to
win the medal since the
second world war, the prime
minister, Helen Clark, said
yesterday, announcing the award and praising
Cpl Apiata’s actions. “Cpl Apiata carried a
severely wounded comrade over 70 metres
across broken, rocky and fire-swept ground,
fully exposed to the glare of battle, heavy
opposing fire and into the face of return fire
from the main New Zealand troops’ position,”
Ms Clark told reporters”This brave action
saved his comrade’s life,” she said.

Three other members of Cpl Apiata’s squad,
from the Special Air Services commando
unit, were awarded medals for actions in
the battle, in Afghanistan in 2004.Cpl Apiata
was a member of the SAS squad that won a
presidential citation from George Bush in 2004
for their actions in Afghanistan. The soldier
said he was “overwhelmed” by the honour.
“At the time I was just doing what I've been
trained for, doing my job,” Cpl Apiata said,
adding he had only been “looking out for my
mates”. “T see myself as Willy Apiata. I'm just
an ordinary person and this is me,” he told
reporters.

Cpl Apiata, born in the North Island town of
Mangakino in 1972, joined the army reservists
in 1989 and the regular army in 1999, before
gaining selection for the SAS. His medal is
the first Victoria Cross awarded to a serving
member of the Special Air Service anywhere
in the Commonwealth, Ms Clark said. Cpl
Apiata is one of only 13 living recipients of the
Victoria Cross and the only New Zealander.

The last New Zealander awarded a Victoria
Cross was Squadron Leader Leonard Henry
Trent in 1946. Trent was awarded the medal
for gallantry over Amsterdam in 1943 when
he guided a formation of Ventura bombers to
their target while under continuous attack from
German fighters. Six other New Zealanders
have won the Victoria Cross while serving with
other forces.

HikiNG Tour or THE CRow’s NEST AND (ANAL DU NorD BATTLES oF 1918
TO BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER 2008 TO MARK THEIR 90TH ANNIVERSARY

n August 30-31 2008, Michel Gravel, a noted Canadian historian of the First War battles of

Canada’s 3rd Brigade (of which the 15th Battalion - 48th Highlanders were part) will be
hosting a two-day hike, from the City of Arras to Cambrai (a distance of 35kms). The hike will
retrace the exact route taken by the 14th Battalion (Royal Montreal Regiment) CEE, from the
suburbs of Arras to the Suburbs of Cambrai (August 26th to October 1st, 1918.) As the 15th
Battalion fought beside the 14th Battalion through these battlefields, the hike on the exact ground
and Michel’s in-depth knowledge of the battles, the result of seven years of research and frequent
trips to France, will be of interest to members of the 48th Highlanders.

From August 26th to October 11th, 1918, the Canadian Corps advanced from Arras, through
multiple German defensive positions, and invested the city of Cambrai, the most important
German-held communication hub in the northern Western Front. The Canadian Corps
suffered over 30000 casualties during this period. Anyone with an interest in the operations of
the 3rd Canadian Brigade during the closing campaign of the war, or in the detailed study of
Canadian operations during the Great War will find value here.

On August 30th, the hike will leave from the British cemetery in Tilloy-les-Mofflaines (in
suburban Arras) and end in Cagnicourt. On the 31st, the hikers will reconvene in Cagnicourt,
walk to, and cross over, the Canal du Nord to finish at Sancourt British Cemetery in suburban
Cambrai. Although the walk is geared for the ‘locals’ the commentary will be in both French
and English.

As a bonus to the 48th Highlanders, Michel Gravel is willing to offer his services (on a
volunteer basis) to prepare a tour of the battlefield of September 1-2 1918, focusing on the
operations of the 15th and 16th Battalions, CEE. This would cover the ground of 48th battle
honours of Drocourt-Queant and Canal du Nord. A highlight will be The Crow’s Nest, a high
promontory on the extreme right flank, shaped like Gibraltar and dominating the ground in
front of the Drocourt-Queant Line. The 15th Battalion took The Crow’s Nest single-handedly at
night to enable the 3rd Brigade to attack successfully. Michel’s special tour will take place, rain
or shine, on September 1st, 2008, the day after the two-day hike.

Michel Gravel is making his services free for the entire tour, and the special 48th day, to
any member of the 48th Highlanders, past or present. Travel costs, accommodation and other
expenses are the responsibility of each attendee. Michel has offered to assist with information
on accommodation and other local arrangements.

Members of the 48th Highlander family who are interested should contact Michel directly
before the end of 2007 so that he can prepare the special tour and make contacts with the
leaders of the local towns. Those who participated in a similar trip to the town of Cagnicourt
in 2003 can recommend highly Michel’s leadership, knowledge and dedication. He can be
reached at:

Michel GRAVEL

756 Montcalm Ct THE OLDCOMRADES

E(gr}rlngél; ON ASSOCIATION
CONGRATULATE

613-930-1889

THE 48™
HIGHLANDERS
CHAPTER
~10ODE ~

ON YOUR

100™
ANNIVERSARY

DILEAS GU BRATH

Please also notify Harry Wignall, President of
the Old Comrades Association, if you plan on
going so that Harry can put all 48th attendees
in contact with each other and coordinate the
48th family participation.
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THE MEMOIRS
HARRY FAULKE

Book by Major Harry Faulkner-Brown an Arnhem Battles

of 1944 now Available

A Sapper at Arnhem

THEMEMOIRS OF A ROYAL ENGINEER AT THE BATTLE OF ARNHEM 1944
By Harry Faulkner-Brown

128 pages 76 illustrations 3 maps
ISBN 10 3080471895

arry Faulkner-Brown was dropped at

Arnhem on 18 September 1944 with the
Ist Airborne Division. At the time he was a
Captain RE Officer Commanding No. 3 Troop in
the 4th Parachute Squadron. He has published
his memoirs of the event and the battles for
the bridge at Arnhem as part of operation
Market Garden launched by Field Marshall
Montgomery. The narrative of the book is
based around his personal recollections of the
fighting with the 4th Parachute Brigade.

His account details the fighting in the
woods, then later in the Oosterbeek perimeter,
where he assisted in ferrying the Poles across
the river Rhine in the futile attempt to reinforce
the surrounded 1st Airborne Division.

Later evacuated across the Rhine, his story
also includes his time in Norway during the
disarming of the German Garrison there. This
is followed by his time in Canada, serving with

the 48th Highlanders,ashe
pursued his architectural
career.

In 1947, Major Harry
Faulkner-Brown  MC,
having qualified as
an Architect, moved
to Canada with his
wife Maxine with the

[ wish to purchase A Sapper at Arnhem.1 enclose

my cheque payable to “48th Highlanders Trusts”.

© Number of copies @ $30.00 per copy
goal of gaining broad
architectural experience. Total $
In his search for )
employment, he met Please mail my book(s) @ $ 5.00 per order
Brigadier Eric Haldenby Total $

of  Mathers and
Haldenby, Architects
and joined that firm.

Total enclosed $

I will pick up at the BOR (please circle one) Yes/No

Street/Apt

Harry and Doug
Haldenby, who was Name
also with the firm and
the son of Brigadier City

Postal Code

Haldenby,becameclose
friends. Naturally, with
Brigadier Haldenby

Doug an officer in
the Regiment, Harry !
was encouraged to join the 48th
Highlanders. He joined in 1950 and soon
became Company Commander of B Company,
serving with the Regiment for five years.
In 1959 he and Maxine returned to Britain.
They maintain contact to this day with many
members of the Regimental family including
Mrs. Molly Haldenby, Major George Pearce and
Major John Brown.

Many of the photos in the book have never
been used before and the personal perpective
complements well other previous works on
Arnhem from R N Sigmond Publishing such
as Red Berets and Red Crosses’ and ‘By Land
Sea and Air’.

This book is recommended to everybody
with an interest in the Battle of Arnhem and
Airborne Forces. It will hold special interest to
those in the 48th Highlanders of Canada who
served with Major Faulkner-Brown during his
years with the Regiment in Toronto.

A few copies of A Sapper at Arnhem are
available from the 48th Highlanders BOR. The
price is $30 for those able to pick up their copy
at Moss Park Armoury or it can be mailed
within Canada for $5 postage.

Mail this order form and your personal cheque to:

48th Highlanders of Canada

having taken the A Sapper at Arnhem Offer
48th overseas as CO Moss Park Armoury,
in 1939 and with 130 Queen Street East,

Toronto, Ontario, M5A 1R9

Copies available
at RCMI

THE

JUSTRINABLE

WAY

Essential reading for
all leadersin business.

Capt Lionel Boxer cp
Pipes & Drums Officer
5th/gn Battalion
The Royal Victoria Regiment
(aka Viclorian Scottish Regiment)
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

(Gordon Highlanders affiliate)
www.intergon.net/rvrpd
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SCHEDULE or TuE &81h HicHLaNDERS oF CanaDA REGIMENTAL FAMILY

Tue Oct 2

Wed Oct 3
Fri Oct a

Sat Oct 3
Sat Oct 3
Sun Oct 21
Oct 19 -2
Fri Oct 26
Tue Nov B

Sat Nov 10

Sun, Nov I

Nov 16 — 18
Sat Nov 24
Fri 30 Nov
Oec 7 -9
Fri Dec 14

(CA Life Members Meeting

(CA Drill Team Meeting

Pipes and Drums - Leafs Opener
Thanksgiving Stand down

0CA Fall Colour Boat Cruise

WO & Sgts. Mess Annual Dinner
Pipes and Drums - RCMI Concert
Exercise AGGRESSIVE VIPER |
Formal Dismissal

(CA Executive Meeting

(CA Life Members Meeting

0OCA Drill Team Meeting
Sergeant's Mess Annual General Meeting
(CA Memorial Service

(CA Remembrance Dinner,

0CA Bus Departs for Parade
48th Memorial Parade & Service
Ex GU BRATH TREK

St. Andrew's Ball

Formal Dismissal

Ex STEADFAST RESPONSE

Unit all-ranks Christmas Dinner

Sergeants Mess

Sergeants Mess

ACC

Gravenhurst Docks
Moss Park Armoury
Roy Thomson Hall

Field training exercise

Sergeants Mess
Sergeants Mess

Sergeants Mess

Mount Pleasant Cemetery
York Reception Centre
Moss Park Armoury
(Queens Park

Field training exercise

Royal York

1200 hrs
1900 hrs

1030 hrs
1800 hrs

1030 hrs
1200 hrs
1900 hrs

1030 hrs
1800 hrs
0930 hrs
1000 hrs

Brigade field training exercise

LAST POST

Robert W. (Bob) BENNETT
Major Donald KEELING
Wilfred Thomas GRAY
Ronald Edward JONES
Alfrted (Curly) CRAWFORD
Robert (Speedy) KENNETT

Donald SMITH

Ernest Samuel MORRISON

The following Highlanders passed away recently:

April 1707
April 29/07
May 3/07
June 14/07
July 11707
July 20707
Aug. 4/07
Aug 28707

Port Carling
Dalstan, Ont.
Hamiltan, Ont.
Scarborough Ont
Mount Albert
Toronto

Toronta Ont.

Casleton Ont.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning We will remember them.

CONFINED TO BARRACKS

[) SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL
— VETERANS WING

* Jack Follett - 3W Room 88
* Nelson Liston - K3E Room 21
« Jim McCallen - L2 Room 34

2) BAYCREST HOSPITAL
— 3260 BATHURST STREET

* Lloyd Tucker - 7th floor

3) SPECIAL CARE LINITS

« BILLINGS - Henry David,
+ CARTER - Clifford W.,

+ GIRDLESTONE - R.].,

+ JACKSON - Keith (KC),

* McCRON - Don,

« PICKERING - Jack,

+ VIRAG - Wendell,

* WALKER - George

4) CONFINED AT HOME
— PROBLEMS GETTING AROLND

- CAROTHERS - W (Curly),
« COLTON - G.E.,

« FOREST - Ed,

* McKENNA - Jack,

+ SOPER - Kenneth.

For addresses and/or telephone number
of above Highlanders, please contact
Harry WIGNALL at 705-431-2765 or
hwignall@rogers.com

These Highlanders will be
pleased to hear from you.
Give them a call or better still,
pay them a visit.
Don't forget, they are Dileas, as are we.

— HARRY WIGNALL

TICKETS for the OCA MEMORIAL DINNER may be purchased from:

Harry Wignall, 1993 Craig Road, Innisfil, Ontario, L9S TW8
Cost $50.00 per person. Make cheque payable to 48th Highlanders O.C.A.

The YORK RECEPTION CENTRE is located at 1100 Millwood Road, Toronto.
Cocktails: 1800 hrs. Haggis, warm-reekin, rich Dinner: 1900 hrs.




